WEXFORD CONVENT SCHOOL. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 March x866 ; — -for. 



COPIES “ of Correspondence between the Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland, or any of their Secretaries or Officers, and the 
Wexford Convent School, in or since the Year 1864, relative to the 
Rules for Religious Instruction in the School 

“ Of any Minutes of the Board on the same subject, giving the names of 
the Commissioners present, and distinguishing those (if any) who dissented 
or protested, with their Protests 

“ Of Inspector’s Report on the Wexford Convent School for the Year 
1865;” 

“ And, of the 4 General Lesson ’ sanctioned by the Board, as it stood 
before the Year 1864, and as it now stands.” 



Office of National Education,! 
Dublin, 13 April 1866. / 



JAMES KELLY, 
WILLIAM Me CREED Y, 



^Secretaries.. 



(Sir Hugh Cairns.') 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
23 April 18 66. 
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SCHEDULE. 



I. — Correspondence between the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion, Ireland, or any of their Secretaries or Officers, and the 
Wexford Convent School, in or since the Year 1864, relative to 
the Rules for Religious Instruction in the School : — 

1. Letter of Manager of the Wexford Convent National School 
to the Secretaries to the National Board ... 


27 Jan. 1865 


PAGE. 

3 


2. Letter of the Secretaries, in reply - ... 


6 Feb. 1865 


3 


3. Letter from the Manager of Wexford Convent National 
School, to the Secretaries ----- 


10 Feb. 1865 


3 


4. Letter from the Secretaries, to the Manager of Wexford 
Convent National School ------ 


5 July 1865 


4 


II. — Minutes of the Board on the same subject, giving the Names of 
the Commissioners present : — 

1. Copy of Board’s Minute ------ 


3 Feb. 1865 


5 


2. Ditto - - ditto - 


17 Feb. 1865 


5 


3. Ditto - - ditto ------- 


10 March 1865 


6 


4. Ditto - - ditto ------- 


21 March 1865 


6 


6 . Ditto - - ditto 


1G May 1866 


6 


6 . Ditto - - ditto ------- 


30 May 1865 


6 


7. Ditto - - ditto 


13 June 1865 


6 


8. Ditto - - ditto - - - - - - _ : 


27 June 1865 


7 


HI. — Dissents and Protests of Commissioners: — 

1. Letter from the Bishop of Derry, setting forth the reason 
why, in his opinion, the permission desired by the manager 
should be refused ------- 


18 March 1866 


8 


2. Letter from the Attorney General to the same effect - 


19Mrch 1865 


8 


3. Letter from James Gibson, Esq., to the same effect - 


10 June 1865 


8 


4. Rev. J ohn Hall’s proposed amendment to Minute of 27 June 


27 June 1866 


9 


IV.— -Inspector’s Report on the Wexford Convent School, for the Year 
1865:— 

1. Inspector’s Report on the Wexford Convent School - 


12 June 1865 


9 


2. Ditto - - ditto 


3 Aug. 1863 


10 


3. Ditto - - ditto ------- 


25 Sept. 1865 


10 


4. Ditto - - ditto ----- 


29 Nov. 1865 


10 


V — Copies of the “ General Lesson ” sanctioned by the Board as it 
stood before the Year 1864, and as it now stands 


- - - 


14 
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— I. — 

COPIES of Correspondence between the Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland, or any of their Secretaries or Officers, and the Wexford 
Convent School, in or since the Year 1864, relative to the Rules for Religious 
Instruction in the School. 



1. Letter from Manager of the Wexford Convent School to the Secretaries 
to the National Board. 

(1034/65.) 

Convent of Mercy, Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 2 7 January 1865. 

Will you kindly let me know, is it contrary to any rule of the Board to take 
a class into an adjoining room, off the school, for religiuus instruction at the 
time tli at secular instruction is going on in the school, and when the latter is 
not in the least interfered with. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Sister Mary , Evangelist. 



2. Letter from the Secretaries of the National Board to the Manager of 
Wexford Convent School. 

(Rules — 1034/65 — Wexford I. N. S.— B. 0. 3/2/65.) 



Office of National Education, 

Madam, . 6 February 1865. 

We have laid before the Commissioners of National Education your letter 
of the 27th ultimo, asking, “ Is it contrary to any rule of the Board to take a 
class into an adjoining room, off the school, for religious instruction at the time 
that secular instruction is going on in the school, and when the latter is not in 
the least interfered with”? 

We are directed to inform you, in reply, that the Commissioners do consider 
it contrary to the spirit of their rules to withdraw children for religious 
instruction during the time notified for secular instruction, even though it he 
arranged to give the former in a separate room. 

_We are further directed to remind you, that religious instruction maybe 
given in a National school before, and after the ordinary school business, and, 
if necessary, and no practical inconvenience, at one intermediate time during 
the day. 

We enclose a copy of the Board’s Rules, and are to request attention to 
paragraphs 12 and 13, part I., Sect. IV. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, 

William McCreedy, 



1 

/ 



Secretaries. 



3. Letter from Managers of Wexford Convent School to the Secretaries of 
the National Board. 



(1506/65.) 

Convent of Mercy, Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 10 February 1865. 

In proposing the question to you, as to whether it was contrary to any rule 
of the Board “ to take a class into an adjoining room, off the school, for 
204. A 2 religious 
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religious instruction at the time that secular instruction is going on in th 
school”? I omitted the word occasionally. 1 was well aware that doing so 
continually would be a violation of rule, and, therefore, I did not think of 
inserting the above word in my query. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Sister Mary, Evangelist. 



25/2/65. 



4. Letter from the Secretaries of the National Board to the Manager of 
Wexford Convent School. 



(1506/65 — Wexford Infant National School 4949 — B. 0. 27/6^65.) 



Office of National Education, 

Madam, 5 July 1865. 

We have again brought under the notice of the Commissioners of National 
Education your letter of the 2 7 January, in which you ask if it be contrary to 
any rule of the Board “ to take a class into an adjoining room, off the school, 
for religious instruction, at the time that secular instruction is going on in the 
school, and when the latter is not in the least interfered with”? 

We have also submitted to the Commissioners your letter of the 10 February, 
in which you inform them that in your former communication you omitted the 
word “ occasionally.” . 

The Commissioners having directed the head and district inspectors to 
confer with you on the subject of your letters, find, from the report of these 
officers, — 

That you seek the privilege of giving special religious instruction to 
some of the pupils, while the others are engaged at secular instruction, 
in addition to the religious instruction given to all the pupils under the 
arrangements hitherto existing. 

That this special religious instruction is to be restricted to the pupils 
who, being most backward, require special preparation for the sacraments 
of their Church ; is to occupy from 20 to 30 minutes for two or three days 
in the week, and not more than three, or less than two months each 
year. 

That the time is to be from 11 o’clock to 11.20 or 11.30 o’clock. 

The occasions, preparation for confirmation, or other sacraments. 

And to be given in an apartment quite separate from those in which 
secular instruction will be communicated at the same time. 

The Commissioners direct us to inform you, that there is nothing in your 
proposal as now presented to them at variance with their rules or the spirit of 
the National system, provided the following conditions be observed : 

The right must be so exercised as not to impede materially the secular 
instruction given in the school. 

1’he secular instruction must, in all such cases, be regularly carried on, 
in the school-room, for the benefit of such children as are not partakers of 
the “ extern ” religious instruction. 

That the teachers must not permit, on such occasions, any child to 
absent itself from the secular instruction who is not of the same faith as 
the person who is giving that “ extern ” religious instruction to the 
children of his own Church. 



We have, &c. 

(signed/ James Kelly. ) 
William McCreedy .] 



Secretaries. 
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— II. — 

Minutes of the Board on the same subject, giving the;Names of the 
Commissioners present. 



].— Copy of Minute, dated 3 February 1865. 



Rev. Doctor Henry. 

The Marquis of Kildare. 
The Lord Chancellor. 
The Earl of Dunraven. 
Rev. John Hall. 



Present : 

John Lentaigne, Esq. 

John O’Hagan, Esq. 

Honourable Thomas Preston. 

Right Hon. Alexander Macdonnell. 



Read letter 1034/65, from Mrs. Walsh, manager of the Wexford Female 
(Convent) National School, asking, “ Is it contrary to any rule of the Board to 
take a class into an adjoining room, off the school, for religious instruction, at 
the time that secular instruction is going on in the school, and when the latter 
is not in the least interfered with ” ? 

Ordered, that Mrs. Walsh be informed, that the Commissioners do consider 
it contrary to the spirit of their rules to withdraw children for religious instruc- 
tion during the time notified for secular instruction, even though it be arranged 
to give the former in a separate room. 

_ Further, that Mrs. Walsh be reminded that religious instruction may be 
given before and after the ordinary school business ; and, if necessary, and no 
practical inconvenience, at one intermediate time during the day. 

A copy of the Board’s Rules is to be sent to Mrs. Walsh, and her attention 
called to paragraphs 12 and 13 of Section IV. Part I. 



2. — Copy of Minute, dated 17 February 1865. 
Present : 



The Marquis of Kildare. 

Right Hon. The Lord Chancellor. 

Chief Justice Monahan. 

Rt. Hon. The Attorney G-enl. (Lawson). 



Rev. John Hall. 

John Lentaigne, Esq. 

Right Hon. A. Macdonnell. 



Read letter No. 1506/65, from Mrs. Walsh, manager of the Wexford 
Female (Convent) National School, stating, in reply to the Board’s order of 
the 3d instant, that, when asking was it contrary to the rule of the Board to 
take a class for religious instruction into a room, off the school-room, while 
secular instruction was going on in the latter ? she omitted to use the word 
“ occasionally.” 

Ordered, that the head and district inspectors be directed to wait upon and 
ascertain from Mrs. Walsh, what is the precise nature of the privilege which 
she seeks, and its extent. Also when, on what occasions, and in what way she 
means to exercise it. 



3. — Copy of Minute of the 10th March 1865. 

Present : 

Rt. Hon. The Lord Chancellor. I Rev. J ohn Hall. 

James Gibson, Esq. John Lentaigne, Esq. 

Right Hon. Judge O’Hagan, | Right Hon. A. Macdonnell. 

The Commissioners postpone the consideration of the letter from Head 
Inspector Patterson and District Inspector Dugan, reporting the result of their 
interviews (held as directed by Board’s order of the 17th ult.), with the 
manager of the Wexford Infant (Convent) National School, with the view of 
ascertaining the precise nature and extent of the privilege she seeks with 
regard to the occasional special religious instruction of some of the pupils in 
an adjoining room while the rest are engaged at secular instruction in the 
school. 
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4. — Copy of Minute, dated the 21st March 1865. 



Rev. Doctor Henry. 

Right Hon. The Lord Chancellor. 
James Gibson, Esq. 

Rev. John Hall. 



Present : 

j John Lentaigne, Esq. 

James *W. Murland, Esq. 
Right Hon. A. Macdonnell. 



The Commissioners further postpone the consideration of the head and 
district inspector’s letter in the case of the Wexford Convent National School, 
where it is proposed to give, certain religious instruction to some of the pupils 
in an adjoining apartment, while the rest are engaged at secular instruction in 
the school-room. 



5. — Copy of Minute of the 16th May 1865. 
Present : 



James Gibson, Esq. 

Right. Hon. the Earl of Dunraven. 
Rev. John Hall. 

John Lentaigne, Esq. 



John O’Hftgan, Esq. 

James W. Murland, Esq. 
Right Hon. A. Macdonnell. 



The Commissioners postpone the consideration of the head and district 
inspector’s letter of the 24th February, reporting the result of their interview 
(held as directed by Board’s order of the 17 th February) with the manager of 
the Wexford infant (C onvent) School, with the view of ascertaining the precise 
nature and extent of the privilege she seeks with regard to the occasional 
special religious instruction of some of the pupils in an adjoining apartment, 
while the rest are engaged at secular instruction in the school-room. 



6. — Copy of Minute of the 30th May 1865. 
Present : 



Rev. Doctor Henry. 

Right Hon. Judge Longfield. 
Right Hon. Judge OTIagan. 
John Lentaigne, Esq. 



John O’Hagan, Esq. 

James W. Murland, Esq. 
Right Hon. A. Macdonnell. 



The Commissioners again postpone till next meeting the consideration of 
the case of Wexford Convent National School, when the manager (Mrs. 
Walsh) proposes to gire occasional religious instruction to a class of pupils in 
an adjoining apartment, off the school-room, while secular instruction is going 
on in the latter. 



7- — Copy of Minute, dated the 13th June 1865. 
Present : 



The Marquis of Kildare. 
Honourable Judge Longfield. 
Right Hon. Judge O’Hagan. 
Chief Justice Monahan. 

Lord Chief Baron (Pigot). 



Rev. John Hall. 

John Lentaigne, Esq. 

John O’ Hagan, Esq. 

Right Hon. Judge Fitzgerald. 
Right Hon. Alex. Macdonnell. 



The Commissioners defer, until the meeting of the Board on the 27th instant* 
the consideration of the application from Mrs. Walsh, manager of Wexford 
Convent National School, for leave to take a class occasionally into an adjoining 
apartment, off the school-room, for religious instruction while secular instruc- 
tion is going on in the latter. 



8. — Copy 
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8.— Copy of Mindte, dated the 27th June 1865. 

Present : 

Marquis of Kildare. j John Lentaigne, Esq. 

Hon. Judge Longfield. | Hon. J. Preston. 

Right Hon. Judge O’Hagan. J. TV. Murland, Esq. 

Rev. John Hall. | Right Hon. A. MacdonneU. 

The secretary again submits the different papers in the case of the Wexford 
Convent School, the manager of which has applied for certain liberty in regard 
to the imparting of religious instruction as follows : — 

Letters 1.034/65 1,506/65 from Mrs. Walsh, the first asking permission 
“ to take a class into an adjoining room, off the school, for religious instruction 
at the time that secular instruction is going on in the school, and when the latter 
is not in the least interfered with.” And the subsequent letter, dated -the 10th 
February, explaining (on the permission being refused by Board’s order of the 
3d February) that the liberty sought is only intended to be used “ occasion- 
ally, Also letter dated tne 24th February, from Head Inspector Patterson and 
District Inspector Dugan, reporting that, ‘as directed by the Board’s order of 
the 17th February, they waited on Mrs Walsh, from whom they obtained the 
following explanation as to the precise nature of the privilege she seeks, 
its extent, when, on what occasions, and in what way she means to exercise 
it : viz. 

1. Mrs. Walsh seeks the privilege of giving special religious instruction 
to some of the pupils, when the rest are engaged at secular instruction, in 
addition to the religious instruction given to all the pupils under the 
arrangements hitherto existing. 

2. 1 his special religious instruction is to he restricted to those pupils 
who, being most backward in religious knowledge, require special prepa- 
ration for the sacraments of their church, and is to occupy from 20 to 30 
minutes, two or three days weekly, not more than three nor less than two 
months of the year. 

3. The time for it is to be. from 1 1 to 1 1.20, or 11.30 o’clock. 

4. The occasions being the preparation for confirmation or other sacra- 
ment. 

5. The special religious instruction is to be given in an apartment quite 
separate from those in which the secular instruction will be, at the same 
time, communicated. 

The secretary further submits letters, Nos. 2,458, 2,469, and 4,826/65 from 
the Bishop of Derry, the Attorney General, and Mr. Gibson respectively, 
setting forth the reasons why, in their opinion, the permission requested by 
Mrs. Walsh should be refused. The Resident Commissioner moves that the 
applicant be informed, “ that there is nothing in her proposal of the 10th 
February, as now presented, at variance with the rules or spirit of the National 
system, provided that the following cautions are observed: — 

“ 1- The right must he so exercised as not to impede materially the 
secular education of the school. 

“ 2. That tiie secular education must, in all such cases, be regularly 
carried on in the school room for the benefit of such children as are not 
partakers of the ‘ extern ’ religious instruction. 

“ 3. That the teacher must not permit, on such occasions, any child to 
absent itself from the secular instruction who is not of the same faith as 
the person who is giving that ‘ extern’ religious instruction to the children 
of his own Church.” 

The Rev. John Hall proposes, as an amendment to the foregoing, that 
Mrs. Walsh be referred to the secretaries’ letter of the 6th February, convey- 
ing the order of the Board of the 3d February, and be informed that the Com- 
missioners adhere to that decision. 

Mr. Hall’s amendment is not seconded. The motion of the Resident Com- 
missioner is accordingly carried. 
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— III. — 

Dissents or Protests of Commissioners. 



I.-Copy of Letter from the Bishop of Derry, setting forth the reason why 
in his opinion, the permission requested by Mrs. Walsh should be refused. 5 



(2458/65.) 

Gentlemen, Palace, Derrv, 18 March 1865. 

As it will not be in my power to attend the meeting of the Board on Tues- 
day next, the 21st instant, I beg to forward a memorandum expressive of my 
opinion on the subject, marked No. 9, on the programme of business for that 
day, and, in doing so, I cannot but express my surprise that the decision 
arrived at, as I may fairly suppose, on due consideration, on a former occasion 
should now be sought to be disturbed. 5 



The Secretaries of the 
National Education Board. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) William Derry. 



Memorandum. 

% Bi w? ° f D f is of 0p: “ ion , tllat tie I!bert y for by the presiding nun of 

the Wexford Convent is contrary to the spirit, anti, he thinks, to the litter also of the 
Board s rules ; that it is a direct innovation on their obvious and acknowledged bearing 
and if conJeded, can only lead to further demands, creating great dissatisfaction in tfe 
minds of seveial of the Commissioners and establishing what ought to be carefully avoided 

syEf of edncaW’^ ^ “ StaKlity “ the P riMi P les OT practice of the National 



-■ Copy of Letter from the Attorney General to the same effect. 

(2469/65.) 

My dear Sir, Lifford, 19 March 1865. 

Observing m the programme for Tuesday a matter relating to the Wexford 
proposal to give occasional religious instruction, intermixed with the secular 
hours, and, as I am not able to attend, I think it right to state that my objec- 
tion to the proposal remains in full force, and I hope no change will be made 
without very full consideration. 8 “‘ lue 

The Secretaries of the Education Board. (signed) U1S ’ LA. Lawson. 



3.— Copy of Letter from James Gibson, Esq., to the same effect. 
(4826/65.) 

Gentlemen, _ 35 Mountjoy Square, S., 10 June 1865. 

on^uesTaT 0 ! at the meet “S of *e Commissioners of National Education 
on Tuesday, I beg to record, through you, my very decided opinion aaainst 
fte application made by Mrs. Walsh, manager of the Wexford Infant (Convent) 
National School, and the practice repotted on by Mr. Hunter (head insnectorl 
as having hitherto taken place in Fenagli National School, Lunty Ldtrim, 

F La P Tounhe n pf M - S ' Wabb a t Is0 of the same purport as that made by 
F. La louche. Esq., m respect of the Leitrim Model School. 7 

I ™n side r that the Board should not sanction the withdrawal of children 

from the® s Aonf tb™ 8 ' ““ n0tifed hoUrs for ^lar instruction! 

? 01 tbe P™Pose of special religious instruction, and am of 
opinion that, during the period of school business, the only opportunities of 
religious instruction should be at those times, mentioned in the P time table ^ 
specially appropriated to such instruction. 

If the Board should give their approval to the practice which is now 
suggested I am of opinion that great danger will result to the system, so far 
as the secular instruction is concerned, and that the security which it has hitherto 
afforded against any undue interference with the religious principles of the 
children attending the schools, will be very much weakened, if not altogether 
removed; I have, therefore, to express my strong conviction against th! con- 
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cession now sought for by Mr. Walsh, and Mr. La Touche, and the practice 
reported by Mr. Hunter. 

I remain, &c. 

The Secretaries. (signed) James Gibson. 



4. — For the Rev. John Hall’s dissent, see his amendment in latter part of the 
Minute, dated the 27th June 1865. 



— IV. — 



Copy of Inspector’s Reports on Wexford Convent School, for the 
Year 1865. 



There are four such reports, dated respectively the 12th June, 3d August, 
25th September, and 29th November 1865, viz : — 



A. D. 1865. — Received in Office, 19/6. 

District, No. 50.] [Roll No. 4949.] 

SECONDARY REPORT, No. 1, upon Wexford Infant National School — 
(Non-Vested). Parish of St. John's, County of Wexford. 

Correspondent, Mrs. C. Walsh; Post Town, Wexford. 

Inspected on 12/6/65 ; Examined from 10.50 until 2.30 o’clock. 

Date of Last Report, 9/12/64. 



The Quarter Days are— (1.) 31st March; (2.) 30th June; (3.) 30th September; 
(4.) 31s t December. 



— 


Present 
at the time of 
Inspection. 


Average on Rolls 
for 

Year ending 
on Quarter Day 
previous 
to Inspection. 


Average Attendance for 


Year ending 
31/3. 


Quarter ending 
31/3. 


Quarter ending 
31/12. 


1865, 

being Year ending 

Quarter Day 
preceding 
Inspection. 


1865, 

being Quarter Day 
preceding 
Inspection. 


1864, 

being Quarter Day 
but one preceding 
Inspection. 


Males 


37 


78 


40 


23-5 


42 


Females 


163 


244 


154 


141-2 


154 


Total - - 


200 


322 


194 


164-7 


196 



Those present were learning the following : — 



Subjects. 



Sequel 
Book III. - 



Total ( a ) - - 

Scripture Lessons 
Sacred Poetry - 

Grammar : 

Parts of Speech only - 
Parsing and Syntax - 
Total ( 6 ) - - 

Derivations 

Composition 



Geography .- 
Lessons on Maps only - 



From Text Books : 



Total (c) - - 

Arithmetic • 

Tables only 
Simple Rules 
Compound do. 
Proportion - 
Practice, Interest, &c. - 
Total (d) - - 



Writing: 
On Slates only 



,, Paper (e) - 

From Dictation (/) - 



Sewing - 
Knitting - 
Netting - 
Embroidery - 
Straw Platting 
Cutting out 
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1. Ages of the Children present. 





Average 

Age. 


Under 
7 Years. 


7 Years. 


B Years. 


9 Years. 


10 Years. 


11 Years. 


12 Years. 


13 Years. 


14 Years. 


15 Years. 


Above 
15 Years. 


M. 


4-3 


30 


6 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




. 


f. ; 


7-3 


72 


16 


12 


. 17 i 


17 


6 


13 


7 


1 




2 


Totals ■ 


• - " 


137 




34 






29 







2. State in annexed Table the results of your Examination ? — Class I., not examined 
in Grammar, Geography, or Arithmetical Rules, as the Children are merely commencing 
these subjects: * 5 



Number of Pupils 
Examined in 


Males. 


Females. 


Total 


Of the Pupils Examined, there were 


Males. 


& 

g 

& 


Total. 


Reading Lessons (a 1 ) 


37 


163 


200 


Able to read I. Book correctly - 




20 












,i to read II. Book correctly - 








Grammar (i 1 ) - 




68 


“ 


,, to read III. or higher Books with ease 














_ 


and intelligence. 
















Acquainted with the Parts of Speech only 


- 


21 


_ 


Arithmetic (4*) 


- 


68 


- 


Able to Parse Syntactically . 


- 


7 












Acquainted with the outlines and general 








Writing on Paper (e 1 ) 




69 




features of the Map of the World only. 








Writing from Dictation (f l ) 


_ 




_ 


„ with Maps of Europe and Ireland 


- 


10 


- 










„ with General Course of Geography 


- 


_ 


- 










Able to set down accurately a sum of 7 places 
















of figures. 
















„ to work correctly a Sum in Subtraction 


- 


25 


_ 










• i » a Sum in Division of 


_ 


16 












money. 
















>■ ,) a Sum in Proportion 
















or Practice. 
















,, to Write on paper fairly ... 


- 


18 


_ 










>t ,i a good hand with ease and 


_ 














freedom. 
















Able to write a sentence with tolerable 
















accuracy. 
















Able to write a sentence with ease and cor- 


_ 














rectness. 









Note.— Hie numbers returned in this Table under heads a\ b', c‘, d> e\ and />, should agree with those under 

or^feU°nn dl o^a h n d s ?’ V’ *’ ** first Table at top - except in 08,63 wbere > for some speckl reason, some Class 

or Section of a Class has been excluded from examination. 



. 3 : wllat bran ches, if any, did you observe, either in the amount or quality of the 

arittane&T deSerTing ° f notice ?-Class II. backward in grammar and 

i, Is 7 0cal music ta ught ; upon what system ; for what time ; and has the teacher a 
certificate of competency? — No. 

5. If agriculture is taught, what time is devoted to it ? — No. 

6. If needlework is taught, state the time devoted to it, and with what success?— About 
tfiree-quarters of an hour daily ; attended witli fair success. 

7- Days for general or combined ordinary instruction ? — Monday to Friday. 

ihe numhfir nf hnnm ooaT, a — — 1 ..»: i_ 1 i • , . J , 



T t — & :r ~Y7 uruiuury instruction r — ivionday to finday. 

I be number of hours each day given exclusively to such combined instruction ?— 

9 o , i , 1 , .’ an< ? 12 - 30 to 2 - 45 o’clock in summer ; 9.30 to 12 o’clock, and 

10 2 .4-0 in nintA. 



From 9 

12.30 to 2.45 o’clock in winter. 



(I.) Specify the course of religious instruction given to the children, and (II.) state 
precisely the arrangements, as to time, & c., for giving snob, and (III.) whether of a 
naiai re to interfere with, or impede the secular business of the school?— (I.) Twelve 
2 ■ ISo’dock (III d37S ' A ™™ utes S P™‘ “ prayer, at dismissal after 

Are these arrangements (I.) satisfactory to the parents of the children, and (II.) 
publicly notified on the time table ?— Yes. ■ \ / 

m 8 l') A r„ th - ? oard [ a roles as to (I.) Inscription i (II.) General Lesson; 

table* ?vhTm ? (I 7-} If tactical rules ; (V.) School programme . (VL ) Time 

tgble, (VII.) Movable tablet for notification of religious instruction ; (VIII.) Boots for 

secular 
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secular instruction ; (IX.) Religious exercises and use of books of religious instruction ? 



9. Is school bondjide open for children of all denominations ? — Yes. 



10. Teachers, &c. : — 



Male.— School conducted by nuns of the Order of Mercy. 

Female.— Monitors Joanna Devereux, Margaret Prendereast, M. A MatliPw* 
Mary Corcoran, senior ; Alice Armstrong, junior. 1 

t-. 1 . 1 ; State your opinion of the teachers as to (I.) acquirements, (II.) character, and 
III.) method of conducting the school? — Satisfactory. 



12. If a change of teachers, monitors, &c. have taken place since last inspection or 
report, give the name, and state the precise date of the resignation of the former and (11 ) 
that also of the appointment of the present? — 3 V 



13. If the new teacher ever before taught in a national school, give the Roll number 
and name of the last school wherein he or she taught ? — 

14. Give the name, age, religious denomination, class, and date of training if trained 

of new teacher, if any ? — ’ 



16. Has this school been in constant operation since last inspection ? If not, state the 
exact times, vacations, &c., included, for which it was closed, and the reason of'its being 
so?— During Christinas and Easter vacations; also from the latter vacation up to 
30th May last schoolhouse repairing. 1 



16. Is the free stock of books in the school?— Yes. 



17. "When given ? — November 1862. 

18. What is the present state of free stock ? — Good. 

19. Is the school sufficiently supplied with books and other requisites for sale to pupils? 

— Fairly. r 1 



20. Are the accounts of the proficiency and attendance of the scholars, the receipts of 
fees, &c., kept neatly and accurately, and according to the prescribed forms ? If not 
state the nature and extent of the inaccuracy or neglect ? — Fairly kept. 

21. Are Rules YI. and VII. of the " Practical Rules for Teachers ” observed ?— Yes. 

22. State of repair of house, as to roof, walls, glazing, flooring, and fitting up ? 

Good. 



23. In what state are the privies as to repair and cleanliness ?— Good. 

24. Are there any defects in house or premises, requiring alteration or special attention ? 
— No. 



25. Has any change taken place in fitting up since last inspection ? If so, what ? 
—No. 



26. Is present fitting up (I.) suitable, (II.) adequate, and (III.) in proper repair? If 
not, in what respect defective ? — Yes. 

27. (I.) State if you have observed any violation of rules not mentioned in the fore- 
going part of this report; (II.) your opinion of the course of instruction given in the 
school, and of the proficiency attained by its pupils ; and (III.) whether on the whole you 
think it stationary, retrograde, or progressing? — (I.) None. • (II.) Fairly in accordance 
with the programme, with exception of the infant classes, owing to defective methods. I 
considered the general proficiency attained very fair. (III.) Progressing. 

28. State the subject of your interview with the manager or correspondent, and result 
of such interview. If you did not see him, state why ? — She was present during inspec- 
tion. I drew her attention to the following : 

29. What suggestions or observations did you leave for the teacher’s attention on the 
subjects following, or others? As (I.) course of instruction; (II.) mode of teaching; 
(III.) discipline, order, &c. ; (IV.) accounts ; (V.) schoolroom and premises; (VI.) supply 
of books and apparatus : (VII.) industrial training ; (VIII.) observance of former sugges- 
tions? — (I.) Junior classes to be improved in reading. Class 1 to be taught to read easy 
^sentences from the outset. Only a few of the letters to he taught at a time. Attention 
drawn to the principle upon which the first or earlier lessons are arranged in Book I. 
Class 2 to be improved in grammar and arithmetic. Analytical table of answering for 
each class given in Observation Book. 

30. If any points calling for notice by the Board, or communication by letter from 
Office, specify them and describe' their nature. If none, say so ? — None. 

(signed) C. W. Dugan,. 

17 June' 1865. District Inspector. 



204. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Received in Office, 7/8. 

District. No. 50.] [Roll No. 4949. 

REPORT of Incidental Visit to Wexford Infant Febiale National Schoot 
(Non- Vested), County of Wexford. 

Correspondent:' — Mrs. Walsh, Post Town of Wexford. 

Teachers: — Sisters of Mercy; Alice Armstrong, Junior Monitor. 

Date of Visit, 3 August 1865 ; Time, from 2.15 o’clock to 2.30 o’clock. 
Observations. 

Forty-nine boys, 144 girls present. 

Changes of monitors since last visit: — Joanna Devereux, left 1 August 1865 ; Margaret 
Prendergast, left 1 July 1865. 

On the 27th of July, I received a note from the manager, stating that she had removed 
the two senior monitors, Mary A. Mathews and Mary Corcoran, requesting me to appoint 
two others in their places. 

C. W. Dugan , 

5 August 1865. Inspector. 



Received in Office, 2/10. 

District, No. 50.] [Roll No. 4949. 

REPORT of Incidental Visit to Wexford Infant National School 
(Non- Vested), County of Wexford. 

Correspondent: — Mrs. Walsh, Post Town of Wexford. 

Teachers :— Sisters of Mercy; M. A. Mathews, Senior Monitor; Alice Armstrong,, 
Junior Monitor. 

Date of Visit, 25 September 1865 ; Time, from 10.30 to 11 o’clock. 
Observations. 

One hundred and eighty-three pupils present. 

Monitors required in room of Joanna Devereux (first class), resio-ned 1 August 1865 : 
Margaret Prendergast (senior), period of service expired 1 July 1865 ; Mary A? Corcoran, 
dismissed 1 August 1865. 

30 September 1856. 



. „ A.D. 1865. 

District No. 50.] [Roll, No. 4949. 

SECONDARY REPORT, No. 2, upon Wexford Infant (Female) National 
School (Non-vested), Parish of St. John’s, County of Wexford. 

Date of last Report, 12/6/65. 

Correspondent, Mrs. Walsh ; Post Town, Wexford. 

Inspected on 29/11/65 ; Examined from 12.30 o’clock until 3.30 o’clock. 



The Quarter Days are— (1.) 31st March; (2.) 30th June ; (3.) 30th September; 
(4.) 31at December. 











Average Attendance for 


— 


Present at the 
Time of . 
Inspection. 


Rolls for Year 
ending on 
Quarter Day 
previous 
to Inspection. 


Year ending 
30 September 
18 65, 

being Year ending 
on Quarter Day 
preceding 
Inspection. 


Quarter ending 
30 September 1865, 
being Quarter-day 
preceding 
Inspection. 


1 

Quarter ending 
30 June 1865, 
being 

Quarter-day but one 
preceding 
Inspection. 


B1 ales 


32 


71 


32-5 


42-5 


32 


Females 


117 


236 


142- 


138-2 


142 


Total - - - 


149 


307 


174-5 


180-7 


174 
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Those present were learning the following ; — 
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Subjects. 


Subjects. 


Subjects. 


Lesson Books : 


M, 


r. 


Geography : 


a. 


F. 




M. 


r. 


Book I., Part I. 


32 


72 


Lessons on maps only 


_ 


43 


Writing : 






„ Part II. 
„ II. - - - 




! 13 
10 


From Text Books— 
Local - 




32 


On slates only 
,, Paper - 




30 

48 


Book III. - 


- 


17 


Mathematical and 






From dictation - 


- 


- 


„ V. - 


- 


- 


Physical - 












Total - - - 


32 j 


117 


Arithmetic : 






Branches for Females : 












Tables only 


- 


40 


Sewing - 


_ 


32 


Scripture Lessons 
Sacred Poetry - 


“ 


_ 


Simple rules - 


- 


54 


Knitting - 


- 


24 








Compound ditto 


- 


9 


Netting - - - 


— 


_ 


Grammar : 






Proportion 


- 


6 


Embroidery 


_ 


_ 


Parts of Speech only - 
Parsing and Syntax - 


“ 


5 


Practice, Interest, &c. 


- 


- 


Straw Platting - 


- 


- 


Derivations 


- 


5 


Mental - 


- 


5 


Cutting out 


_ 


a 


Composition 


' 















1. Which classes did you examine, and on what subjects (distinguishing those examined 
directly by yourself from those examined by teacher) ? — The senior divisions of Class I. 
II., III., and IY. 



2. If not all, state classes excluded, and why ? — 

3. In what branches, if any, did you observe, either in the amount or quality of the 
instruction given, any defect deserving of notice. If none, say so ? — Class IV. backward 
in arithmetic and geography. Class II. also backward in outlines of maps of world. 



4. Is vocal music taught ; upon what system ; for what time ; and has the teacher a 
certificate of competency ? — No. 

5. If agriculture is taught, what time is devoted to it ? (I.) By whom taught ; 
(II.) Number in class; (III.) Course of instruction,? — No. 

6. If needlework is taught, state the time devoted to it, and with what success ? — Three 
quarters of an hour daily ; attended with tolerable success. 

7. Days for general or combined ordinary instruction? — Monday to Friday. 

The number of hours each day given exclusively to such combined instruction ? — 
From 9.12 o’clock to 12.30—2.45 o’clock in summer; from 9.12 o’clock to 12.30— 
2.45 o’clock in winter. 

(I.) Specify the course of religious instruction given to the children ; and (II.) state 
precisely the arrangements, as to time, Stc. for giving such ; and (HI.) whether of a 
nature to interfere with, or impede the secular business of the school •? — 
(I.) Catechism and prayer ; (II.) 12 to 12.30, and 2.45 to 3 on above days ; (III.) No. 

Are these arrangements (I.) satisfactory to the parents of the children, and (II.) 
publicly notified on the Time Table ? — Yes. * 

8. Ar p, the Board’s- rules observed as to (I.) Inscription ; (II.) General lesson ; 
(III.) Commissioners’ rules ; (IV.) Practical rules ; (V.) School programme ; (VI.) Time 
Table; (VII.) Movable tablet for notification of religious instruction; (VIII.) Books for 
secular instruction ; (IN.) Religious exercises and use of books of religious instruction ? 
— Yes. 



9. Is school bond Jide open for children of all denominations ? — Yes. 

10. Teachers, &c. ; 

Male : — School conducted by Nuns of the Order of Mercy. 

Female.— Monitors : Mgt. Darcy, M. A. Mathews, Ellen Murphy, senior; Alice 
Armstrong, junior. 

11. State your opinion of the teachers as to (I.) acquirements, (II.) character, and 
(III.) method of conducting the school ? — 

12. If a change of teachers, monitors, &c. have taken place Bince last inspection or 
report, give the name, and state the precise date of the resignation of the former ; and 
(II.) that also of the appointment of the present? — Joanna Devereux, 1st class, monitor, 
left 1st August 1865, successor not appointed; Margaret Prendergast, S.M., left 
1st July 1865 ; M. A. Corcoran, dismissed 1st August 1865 ; Margaret Darcy, appointed 
from 1st August 1865 ; Ellen Murphy, appointed from 1st September 1865. 

13. If the new teacher ever before taught in a national school, give the Roll number 
and name of the last school wherein he or she taught ? — 

14. Give the name, age, religious denomination, class, and date of tr aini ng, if trained, 
of new teacher, if any ? — 
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15. Has this school been in constant operation since last inspection ? If not ,, 

exact times, vacations, &c., included, for which it was closed, and the reason of itTlw 
so ? — During vacation only. Dem g 

16. Is the free stock of books in the school ? — Yes. 

17. When given? — November 1862. 

18. What is the present state of free stock ? — Good. 

19. Is the school sufficiently supplied with books and other requisites for sale to 

small supply at present on hand The principal conductor stated that a stock 
had been ordered a long tune since, but had not been yet received. tock 

20. Are the accounts of the proficiency and attendance of the scholars, the receints of 

fees, &c., kept neatly and accurately, and according to the prescribed forms ? If notVtate 
the nature and extent of the inaccuracy or neglect ? — Yes. 5 

21. Are Rules YI. and VII. of the “ Practical Rules for Teachers ” observed? Yes. 

good StatG ° f lepail ' ° f h ° USej M t0 roof} wallSj S lazin S> flooring, and fitting up?— Very 

23. In what state are the privies as to repair and cleanliness ?— Good. 
tion 4 ?— No theie aQy defeCtS “ h ° USe ° r pi ' emiae3 re 1 uilin g alteration or special atten- 



take , n pla , ce in fittin S U P since last inspection? If so, what ?- 
rected so as to divide the entire into four 



Partially glazed partitions have been er w ttCJ tu U1V 
schools or class rooms: 1. Infant boys; 2. Infant eirls 
school. B 



3. Junior school; 



separate 
4. Senior 



26 ; Is present fitting up (I.) suitable, (II.) adequate, and (III.) in nroner renair? Tf 
not, in what respects defective ?— Yes. K J pp repair t it 

27. (I.) State if you have observed any violation of rules not mentioned in flip 

classes show a fair degree of improvement. O o ’ tne J umor 

28. State the subject of your interview with the manager or correspondent and result 

SooUn “ SCll00lS; latter to he ““*»« - one 
suytS^ e ^Xs°P^r^ y ° nl f- 8fer ^ e ‘ ea0l “ r ’ 8 Nation on the 

(n£5 (II) ¥ odeof 

Office, epecS/Sem Slcrita th^natee! ^ letter from 



2 December 1866. 



(signed) 



C. W. Dugan, 

District Inspector. 



Copies of the ‘‘General Lesson,'' sanctioned by the Board, as it stood 
befoie the year 1864, and as it now stands. 

1.— Copies of the “ General Lesson” before 1864. 

(10 

P ea C ceIbt a w1tfa°lfln'vZm r5 ¥ th !. A P ostle P ™1 commands them, “ to live 
religious^persuasion. • e . xu. T . 18), even with those of a different 

Om- Saviour, Christ, commanded his disciples to “ love one another.” He 

taught 
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taught them to love even their enemies, to bless those that cursed them, and to 
pray for those who persecuted them. He himself prayed for his murderers. 

Many men hold erroneous doctrines, but we ought not to hate or persecute 
them. We ought to seek for the truth, and to hold fast what we are convinced 
is the truth ; but not to treat harshly those who are in error. Jesus Christ 
did not intend his religion to be forced on men by violent means. He would 
not allow his disciples to fight for him. 

If any persons treat us unkindly, we must not do the same to them ; for 
Christ and his apostles have taught us not to return evil for evil. If we would 
obey Christ, we must do to others, not as they do to us, but as we would 
wish them to do to us. 

Quarrelling with our neighbours and abusing them is not the way to con- 
vince them that we are in the right, and they in the wrong. It is more 
likely to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit. We ought to 
show ourselves followers of Christ, who, “ when he was reviled, reviled not 
again,” (I Pet. ch. ii. v. 23), by behaving gently and kindly to everyone. 

( 2 .) 

Christians should endeavour, as the Apostle Paul commands them, to “ live 
peaceably with all men” (Rom. ch. xii. v. 18), even with those of a different 
religious persuasion. 

Our Saviour, Christ, commanded his disciples to “ love one another.” He 
taught them to love even their enemies, to bless those that curse them, and 
pray for those who persecuted them. He himself prayed for his murderers. 

Many men hold erroneous doctrines, but we ought not to hate or persecute 
them. We ought to seek for the truth, and to hold fast what we are con- 
vinced is the truth ; but not treat harshly those who are in error. Jesus 
Christ did not intend his religion to be forced on men by violent means. He 
would not allow his disciples to fight for him. 

If any persons treat us unkindly, we must not do the same to them : for 
Christ and his apostles have taught us not to return evil for evil. If we 
would obey Christ, we must do to others, not as they do to us, but as we 
would wish them to do to us. 

Quarrelling with our neighbours and abusing them is not the way to con- 
vince them that we are in the right, and they in the wrong. It is more likely 
to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit. We ought, by behaving 
gently and kindly to every one, to show ourselves followers of Christ, who, 
“ when he was reviled, reviled not again,” (1 Pet. ch. ii. v. 23). 

(3.) 

Christians should endeavour, as the Apostle Paul commands them “ to live 
peaceably with all men” (Rom. ch. xii. v. 18), even with those of a different 
religious persuasion. 

Our Saviour, Christ, commanded his disciples to “ love one another.” He 
taught them to love even their enemies, to bless those that cursed them, and 
to pray for those who persecuted them. He himself prayed for his murderers. 

Many men hold erroneous doctrines, but we ought not to hate or persecute 
them. We ought to hold fast what we are convinced is the truth ; but not 
to treat harshly those who are in error. Jesus Christ did not intend his 
religion to be forced on men by violent means. He would not allow his dis- 
ciples to fight for him. 

If any persons treat us unkindly, we must not do the same to them ; for 
Christ and his apostles have taught us not to return evil for evil. If we 
would obey Christ, we must do to others, not as they do to us, but as we 
would wish them to do to us. 

Quarrelling -with our neighbours and abusing them is not the way to con- 
vince them that we are in the right, and they in the wrong. It is more 
likely to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit. We ought, y 
behaving gently and kindly to everyone, to show ourselves followers of Christ, 
cc who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ” (I Pet. ch. ii. v. 23). 
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2.— Copy of the “ General Lesson” as it now stands. 

Christians should endeavour, as the Apostle Paul commands them, to “ live 
peaceably with all men,” (Rom. ch. xii. v. 18 ) even with those of a different 
religious persuasion. 

Our Saviour, Christ, commanded his disciples to “ love one another.” He 
taught them to love even their enemies, to bless those that cursed them, and 
to pray for those who persecuted them. He himself prayed for his murderers. 

Many men hold erroneous doctrines, but we ought not to hate or persecute 
them. We ought to hold fast what we are convinced is the truth ; but not to 
treat harshly those who are in error. Jesus Christ did not intend his religion 
to be forced. on men by violent means. He would not allow his disciples to 
fight for him. 

If any persons treat us unkindly, we must not do the same to them ; for 
Christ and his apostles have taught us not to return evil for evil. If we would 
obey Christ, we must do to others, not as they do to us, but as we would wish 
them to do to us. 

Quarrelling with our neighbours and abusing them is not the way to con- 
vince them that we are in the right, and they in the wrong. It is more likely 
to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit. We ought, by behaving 
gently and kindly to everyone, to show ourselves followers of Christ, who, 
ct when he was reviled, reviled not again” (1 Pet. ch. ii. v. 23 ). 
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